TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

IMPACT
REPORT
FISCAL YEAR 2022

TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

Thank you for making
Terra Sancta a beautiful,
humble, comfortable,
refreshing, inviting space
that is filled with the Holy
Spirit. I appreciate you all
...may you be fully alive in
Him in the coming year
Frequent Guest

The purpose of this Impact Report is to
share the story of Terra Sancta Retreat
Center for the past fiscal year (July 1,
2021 through June 30, 2022). Income,
guest counts, event information and
event photos are all from this time
period. Terra Sancta Retreat Center is
owned and operated by the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Rapid City, South
Dakota.

2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300 | Rapid City, SD 57702 | stay@terrasancta.org
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a word
from
our bishop
This year we are celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Dedication of our Terra Sancta
Retreat Center in the Diocese of Rapid City. The pages that follow speak eloquently of
the valuable ministry provided Terra Sancta. They also show that activities and income
continue to increase at our retreat center. As always, the staff and volunteers are
working hard to provide generous hospitality and a setting conducive to prayer and
spiritual growth.
Visitors to the Retreat Center enjoy the beautiful Holy Cross Chapel, comfortable guest
rooms, outdoor trails and Stations of the Cross, fine dining and friendly service. Prayerful
and uplifting events hosted at the Center provide opportunities for many to come to our
“Holy Land” and be renewed in faith and refreshed in spirit.
Many, many thanks to all of the generous donors who made the retreat center possible
and to all who continue to offer prayers and donations for the ministry of Terra Sancta.
Your support is very much appreciated. I encourage everyone to consider a visit to Terra
Sancta. Come and rest a while in the Lord!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich
Bishop of Rapid City

C H R I S T
O F
W O U N D S
F I V E

Almighty God and Father, who ransomed the
human race by the five wounds of your Only Son,
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, help us to
venerate these holy wounds and to praise and
serve you forever and ever. We make this prayer
through Christ Jesus, Our Lord. Amen.

This Five Wounds of
Christ Cross was added
to the Christian Prayer
Labyrinth in the spring
of 2022. The cross was
designed and
fabricated by Deacon
Walt Wilson of
Piedmont.
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a snapshot
of events &
activities
throughout
the year

Terra Sancta is Holy Ground. One of the first comments from clergy who attended the
initial Higher Ground Cohort retreat in 2019 was that they could feel the presence of
God in the retreat center. The Liturgy of the Hours prayers lifted up by the Benedictine
Sisters over the years permeate Terra Sancta Retreat Center yet today. The effects of
the healing ministries linger. God has had a hand in drawing the United Methodist
clergy's well-being ministry, called "Higher Ground" to Terra Sancta.

J U L Y

2 0 2 1

From a desire within the United Methodist Church to bring awareness to the wellbeing (or lack thereof) of its clergy, the Dakotas Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church dreamed of how its members could walk alongside one another on
a journey to higher ground. By deep discernment and God’s grace, the Conference
was awarded a Thriving in Ministry Grant from the Lilly Endowment in 2018.
A team of mentors “walk” with pastors in what is called the "Retreat Track," a cohort of
pastors invited to reflect on their call to ministry on a well-being journey. The Retreat
Track team gathers online with a cohort of about 12 clergy on a monthly basis from
September through May to wrestle with pertinent well-being topics. To properly
address the five dimensions of well-being (physical, financial, emotional, spiritual, and
social), the team consists of a financial therapist, counselor, health coach, physician,
and spiritual directors. The pinnacle of the journey is a five-day retreat at Terra Sancta
for the purpose of resting in God’s presence and refocusing for the journey ahead.
Three Retreat Track cohorts in the initiative called Higher Ground have experienced
the wonder of Terra Sancta. The team and pastors could not ask for more. The
outdoor spaces offer opportunities to ground with creation on the trails or benches, or
walk with Jesus quietly through the labyrinth. The many indoor spaces create the right
conditions to experience God’s presence in small and large group interaction. Retreat
clergy experience fixed-hour-prayer in the Cenacle Chapel and opening and closing
worship in the awe-inspiring Holy Cross Chapel. All enjoy the sound of the Doxology
sung for prayer outside Zacchaeus Place. Throughout the week, pastors meet one on
one with a well-being mentor in five of the small gathering rooms. Group mentoring
occurs in the flexible space of Jerusalem. God is present throughout and especially
through the people of Terra Sancta. True servants, they are dedicated to hospitality
and wholeness in the food prepared, in the stewardship of the Center, and the care of
guests. Jesus lives through the people of Terra Sancta. The Higher Ground team and
clergy are grateful.
Ministry is hard work and can be very lonely. As a family physician I witnessed the
effects of ministry on the well-being of pastors in my local church. It took a few years
for me to respond to the call to support the clergy who served my family and
community. My prayer has been for God to send people who have the same call to
walk alongside clergy as we journey together. God has provided greatly. My name is
Shawn Culey, and I am thankful for this opportunity.

378

servings of Apple Kale Slaw were provided in
FY22. Apple Kale Slaw was added to the
menu as we developed healthier food options
for the Higher Ground retreat

Shawn Culey, Higher Ground
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Thank you, Terra Sancta
staff, for everything you do
to ensure your guests have
a restful experience!
I appreciate it!

$160,000

income from lodging room rentals from July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

2 0 2 1

more than

A U G U S T

Lodging Guest

SEPTEMBER 2021

Terra Sancta Retreat Center has been a part of our family's story
since 2013. Moving to Rapid City from Minnesota, we enrolled our
children at St. Thomas More High School. They were blessed to
encounter Christ during class retreats at Terra Sancta. The Lord
made such an impression on them they each served on the retreat
team at St Thomas More High School (STM), and eventually spent a
summer serving on the Duc in Altum team, too.
Eventually, I (Sara) would join them as a Campus Minister at STM. As
director of the retreat team and programming, I saw first hand how
Terra Sancta was an integral part of the STM students' spiritual
development and experience. Whether desiring to do Adoration or
make s'mores over a campfire, the facilities at Terra Sancta could
handle large groups overnight with ease. During my time serving, I
witnessed students' hearts change in the chapel during Adoration
and Confession. Fun and games inside and out compliment those
sacred moments perfectly. No matter the weather, Terra Sancta has a
space conducive to group activities and worship. The staff are
accommodating and willing to go above and beyond the expectation
to serve the Lord in this ministry.
Eventually, our family relocated to Aberdeen, and as our children had
a desire to serve the Lord in the summer on the Duc In Altum team,
Terra Sancta became their "home away from home" between parish
assignments. The care of the staff for our kids made the separation
easier. Our son, Max, who is now studying Theology for the Diocese
of Rapid City Seminarian program, has spent many memorable
moments at the retreat center, and holds a dear place in his heart for
the Holy Cross Chapel.
Now, when Dave and I come back to Rapid City for a visit, we stay at
Terra Sancta. The lovely rooms and quiet setting are a perfect
getaway. It is always a blessing to catch Mass or just offer prayers in
the chapel. We also love walking the Via Dolorosa, taking time to
pray and enjoy the beauty of the Black Hills. We encourage family
and friends to stay whenever they are coming to the area.
Reasonably priced, comfortable, and peaceful, the wide variety of
services and facilities make it our first choice. We pray that Terra
Sancta will be a blessing to families for years to come.
Sara & Dave Vetch
Aberdeen, SD

Thanks you guys! Keep up the
good work. It’s obvious that you
care… It shows. God bless all you
Terra Sancta family.

O C T O B E R

Silent Retreatant
October 2021

2 0 2 1

N O V E M B E R

2 0 2 1
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550

Our Catering Services served 550 slices
of pie during the 2022 fiscal year apple crumb and blueberry were the
most popular kinds of pie.

D E C E M B E R
2 0 2 1

207

guests participated in a "Christmas" gathering
in December of 2021. Income from these
events was more than $5,100.

2 0 2 2
J A N U A R Y

3

There were three MOPs - moms of priests at the Beatitudes retreat with Bishop Steven
Biegler. Father Jonathan Dillon’s mom Kimberly,
father Zane Pekron’s mom Nina and Bishop
Steven’s mom Mary. We enjoyed a fun photo
shoot at lunchtime on Saturday.

Retreatants from the Beatitudes had this to say about
their experiences:

The hospitality shown by the staff of Terra Santa is
comparable to any five star retreat or resort! Your
kindness is even better! Hearty great food. Loving
souls. Thank you for the respite. We will be back.
Retreats such as this one I help to reinforce and
deepen my faith. Thank you so much for coming
Bishop Biegler and Terra Sancta for an inspiring
weekend.
The whole facility is beautiful! The surrounding nature
really enhances the connection to God and the staff is
also very helpful and pleasant, I thank you
Blessings, so many blessings. Love the way Bishop
Biegler speaks from the heart through [the power of]
Jesus.

F E B R U A R Y

2 0 2 2

326
events happened in February
of 2022. 2,450 guests were
part of these events.

2 0 2 2
M A R C H

At the very beginning of Lent, in March of 2022, I led 15 students
from the University of Mary in Bismarck to Terra Sancta Retreat
Center for our annual Spring Break Silent Retreat. Over the course of
the year at UMary, the students had grown in relationship with the
Lord, but they were looking for a way to go even deeper. None of
them had been on retreat at Terra Sancta before, so I was eager for
them to experience the prayerful and peaceful rooms, chapels, and
hiking trails. The students were immediately impressed by
everything. The food was delicious, the rooms were comfortable,
the spaces were clean, and the staff was so respectful of the
silence.
And in the context of those circumstances, the Lord was at work in
profound ways revealing himself in tender and powerful
experiences. At the sharing of graces at the end of retreat, I was
moved to tears as student after student expressed how they had
personal and real encounters with God as they had never
experienced before. Many of them are discerning religious and
priestly vocations, and I know the graces of that silent retreat are
playing a key role in that process. While I’ve been on a number of
retreats to know that God works through any and all circumstances,
I also know how a well-run and prayerful retreat center is richly
beneficial for allowing the retreatant to deeply engage with God in
the silence. I was so grateful that these students were able to
experience the beauty of Western South Dakota and the amazing
blessing of Terra Sancta, and I hope that the impact of the retreat on
their lives is eternal!

Marianne Hofer was born and raised in Rapid City and attended
Catholic school at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and St. Thomas More
before pursuing university studies at the University of Mary in
Bismarck, North Dakota. As a young person, she was involved in
diocesan events – Totus Tuus, Duc in Altum, Steubenville
conferences, and World Youth Days – which contributed
significantly to her formation. Marianne currently works for UMary in
the University Ministry office where she coordinates campus liturgies
and signature events. She is a member of the Benedictine Oblates of
Mary — a newly forming religious community devoted to the
intellectual apostolate at the University of Mary.

Thank you for the generous
hospitality toward myself and
the other student retreatants
this weekend. As someone
who used to work at a very
similar retreat center, I know
what kind of care and
attention goes into cleaning
the rooms, preparing meals,
etc.! Thank you for helping to
make possible a beautiful
weekend, in which I
encountered Jesus in a new
way and learned to hear his
voice again. You are all in my
prayers!

I found peace and was able to
rest in the Lord. I also realized
how much God loves me.
Sometimes I forget about the
relationship aspect of my faith,
and I was able to draw closer to
God. I love the cleanliness,
everything was well-kept,
usually retreat centers aren’t this
nice. The chefs food was
amazing!! I’ve never had so many
high-quality dishes before. It was
truly a blessing!

A first-class relic of Pope St John Paul II
was part of the experience at
Pastoral Ministry Days in April of 2022.

A P R I L
2 0 2 2

2600

Communion hosts were purchased for use at the
retreat center in the 2022 fiscal year.

M A Y

2 0 2 2

10

May 10 was the 10th Anniversary of the Dedication of Terra Sancta.
We celebrated with St Elizabeth Seton School. Adoration
throughout the day, Real Presence Radio did a live show from the
TS campus, Divine Mercy Chaplet in song, celebration of the Holy
Eucharist with Bishop Peter and then a reception.

2 0 2 2
J U N E

As a formation leader with the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
movement, I began to visit Terra Sancta ten years ago before the
renovation was even complete. The welcoming, natural
environment was perfect for the kind of silence and reflection we
try to cultivate in our CGS courses for catechists. Over the past
decade, I’ve returned multiple times to offer catechist formation
and this past summer, the U.S. Association of CGS chose to host
our first national course here with participants from not only the
U.S. but Canada and South Africa as well! We can’t speak fondly
enough of Reeny and the retreat center staff. They bent over
backward to make everyone feel at home from the moment of
their arrival. It is God who makes this place “Holy Ground” but they
are God’s welcoming hands and feet!
I have been fortunate to offer retreats and workshops at retreat
centers across the United States and Terra Sancta is one of the
most welcoming places I have ever had the privilege to stay. The
beauty of the facility is matched only by the warmth of the staff.
The presence of God is palpable here.
Ann Garrido, DMin
Member of the Faculty at Aquinas Institute of
Theology; also having served in various capacities
with the Institute as Director of Field Education,
Director of Distance Learning, Director of the
Aquinas Ministry Integration Project, Director of the
Doctorate of Ministry program, and Director of the
Masters in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

R E F L E C T I O N S
S T A F F

Rachel Thompson, Event Coordinator & Shift
Manager, has worked at the retreat center since
she was a freshman in high school. She is
currently discerning what's next in life and
working at TSRC while doing so. She enjoys
traveling and recently went on a pilgrimage to
Spain & Portugal.

This place has become like a
second home for me as I’ve
grown as an individual. It’s
where I’ve spent many hours
bonding with coworkers, and
learning a whole new
definition of what it means to
be clean. Sometimes the
work is hard, but I could not
be more grateful for the
positive impact this retreat
center has brought to my life.
Nothing is more rewarding to
me than seeing the happy
and smiling faces of our
guests as they are able to
rest within our hospitable
doors.

I got involved at Terra Sancta early last
year learning about it from my youth
group (at Our Lady of the Black Hills in
Piedmont)!
I enjoy the positive environment and
great people we work with here. Terra
Sancta has helped me become a better
person and grow in my faith.

Paige Willnerd is a sophomore at Sturgis
Brown High School. She is involved in cross
country and track. Paige and her family are
members of Our Lady of the Black Hills in
Piedmont.

partnering with

CHANCERY OFFICES
76 events
1,913 guests
$124,864 income
$140,639 contributed services

GUESTS
22,878
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Totals from FY22

INCOME
$405,613

partnering with

RCCSS

93 events | 14,782 guests | $22,734 income | $84,620 contributed services

Hospitality as Ministry

Lynn Eckrich is a former RCCSS board
member, having served two terms and on
numerous committees both before and after
her service on the school board. She has been
program coordinator of the STM Middle School
Etiquette and STM High School Business
Interview and Etiquette programs for eighteen
years. She is a recipient of the 2019 Richard
Thompson Award for her service to the Rapid
City Catholic School System. She and her
husband Stephen are members of Blessed
Sacrament Church, and are the parents of five
children, all graduates of St. Thomas More. She
holds a private pilot’s license and enjoys
gardening, cooking, and traveling.

On behalf of the Rapid City Catholic School
System, I can’t thank the staff at Terra
Sancta enough for the outstanding service
they provide for events. Terra Sancta has
been the chosen location for both the 8th
Grade Etiquette Tea Dance and the
Junior/Senior Business Interview and
Etiquette Day for several years. Reeny
along with her outstanding staff have been
accommodating, organized, kind and
generous. Their attention to detail is
manifest in all that they do. The table
settings and linens are attractive and
inviting; the food is beautifully presented
and always delicious. The high school event
requires the use of many separate rooms
for interviews and speakers. Terra Sancta
accommodates for those needs without
difficulty. Their comprehensive menu offers
variety with options to accommodate
special dietary needs. Our community is
blessed to have Terra Sancta and its
beautiful surroundings to serve the needs
of so many. May God continue to bless the
staff of Terra Sancta in their ministry.

Amazing Grace!
Amazing Grace! comes to mind as I reflect on the past the fiscal year. We had some
major changes in staffing… Several team members who had been with us for several
years discerned that God was calling them elsewhere. There’s always a moment
doubting how we continue to operate when key people depart, but in the end, this is
in God's hands. He will provide. He will lift us up… He will carry us forward. The retreat
center is truly a gift from the Lord, and the Lord will continue to provide. And we
continue to be blessed with a fabulous (although small) team and some wonderful
volunteers that got us through the super busy summer months. We ended the fiscal
year with earnings far surpassing previous years! God is great - all the time!
We began celebrating our 10th Anniversary early - in November - with a concert by
Mila Belakova. Kicking off our year of celebration with a concert designed to
musically experience a silent retreat. Mila selected music that fit beautifully to the
theme developed by our team - Encounter Jesus. Experience His Love. Embrace His
Gift. We are halfway through our year of celebration and have had many graces
bestowed upon us.
Highlights from the celebrations so far - we were blessed to have Bishop Steven
Biegler from the Diocese of Cheyenne return home and offer a retreat in January.
We published our 10th anniversary commemorative magazine featuring stories from
guests and contributors to the retreat center. We also published a Stations of the
Cross booklet featuring photos of Via Dolorosa and our hiking trails, as well as
reflections from our team. In May we were blessed to have Bishop Peter Muhich and
many of the priests from our diocese join us as we celebrated the 10th anniversary
of the dedication of the facility and the grounds with the Rapid City Catholic School
System.
Several of our priests and seminarians participated in our project involving video
testimonies about the graces they have received from the retreat center. You can
see a highlight video on Facebook (@terrasanctaretreatcenter) . . . one of our high
school employees, Kate Bestgen, edited the video. It is beautiful! Our hope is to edit
and produce longer versions of the testimonies sometime this fall. Father Andrzej
Wyrostek, our spiritual advisor, spearheaded this project for us. We were blessed to
have a longtime friend of the retreat center, Ann Garrido, join us in June to share her
expertise and wisdom in administration. Redeeming Administration was a delightful,
and worthwhile, workshop!
Throughout the summer our team developed four brochures featuring the Rosary.
Our Rosary Walk brochures are available in the main lobby for anyone to use while
they hike at the retreat center, or take home and use them walking or hiking around
and about! At the time of publication, we have two more events to go - in September
we kick off a month of Praise and Thanksgiving honoring the Sisters of St Martin
Monastery for the gift they bestowed on us in this campus of Terra Sancta. Through
the Lord's blessings, we want to shower them with our thanks and prayers for their
community playing a significant part of the growth of the Church in Western South
Dakota. We will have a day of Adoration concluding with praise and worship in the
evening, featuring Michelle Skoog. In December, we wrap up our year of celebration
with Dr Mary Healy - healing evangelist, author, scripture scholar, and international
speaker.
Maureen "Reeny" Wilson
Director

...but he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for
you, for power is made
perfect in weakness.” So,
I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses,
so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me.
2 Corinthians 12:8-9

Terra Sancta Retreat Center
2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300
Rapid City, SD 57702
stay@terrasancta.org

terrasancta.org

