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FROM THE DIRECTOR
This January we completed our fifth year in operation as a retreat center.
We’ve come a long way in just five years; we’ve gone from one
employee to four full-time staff and numerous part-time staff. We started
out with one section of the retreat center open, no kitchen, and hiring
outside catering to now fully utilizing all spaces - even using storage
rooms for some events, as well as areas of St Elizabeth Seton on evenings
and weekends!
Some highlights from this past year include hosting the Archdiocese of
Omaha’s Seminarian Retreat, having the Diocese of Grand Island’s
priests with us for a week, and of course, supporting the many different
retreats and programs of our own diocese – Pastoral Ministry Days, the
Summit, Life in the Spirit Seminars, the annual meeting of the Terra Sancta
Guild, Veritatis Splendor Institute Saturday classes and weekend retreats,
Heart to Heart retreats, the Social Justice Commission, and more.
Rapid City Catholic School System is also a wonderful partner in
furthering our faith. We are blessed to be able to share and coordinate
use of space, while providing hospitality for a variety of school functions
from staff in-service sessions and planning meetings to class retreats for
the high school and Winterfest.
Many local Christian groups also utilize the retreat center – the Episcopal
Diocese of South Dakota with clergy retreats, Gideons International have
monthly meetings and plan to have a regional conference with us in
May, while Young Life staff utilize the retreat center for staff planning days
and respite stays. Additionally, a number of local churches have staff
retreats and day workshops with us. Several area pastors use Terra
Sancta as their respite location. We welcome the opportunity to support
the ecumenical mission of the Catholic Church through our ministry of
hospitality.
We continue to be blessed with staff who truly see their work at the
retreat center as their ministry. We spent time on retreat in August to
more fully discern the core values from the Diocesan Priority Plan. As a
group, we identified ways we can put those core values into action
through our ministry at the retreat center. For instance, we now have a
prayer intention book by the Cenacle (the small chapel) in support of
the core values of Prayer, Mercy and Solidarity. We invite guests to share
their prayer intentions with us – and as a staff, we pray for our guests.
Giving thanks to God for all of His many blessings!
We hope you’re able to Come Away & Rest in
God with us at Terra Sancta – soon and often!
Respectfully,

Reeny Wilson, Director
2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300 † Rapid City, SD 57702 † 605-716-0925 † stay@terrasancta.org † http://terrasancta.org
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES
With the help of Sr Florence McManamen, OSB, the history of St
Martin Monastery is now included on signage throughout the retreat
center. We invite you to tour the facility and read about the various
spaces and how the Sisters lived in community. For example, the
Exercise Room located in the Cloister was formerly the cedar room
for the Sisters to store their habits and other special materials. Next
door to the Exercise Room is Damascus, where the Sisters had their
Monastic Library.
Additionally, Scripture passages are also included. Each meeting
room in the retreat center is named with Biblical locations from the
life of Christ.
We’ve also printed a booklet highlighting the history and design of
Holy Cross Chapel. The booklet was published in preparation for the
Sanctuary Stained Glass Tour that took place in the spring of 2016.

FINDING A NEW PURPOSE
Most hotels have box frames under their beds that prevent items from getting lost
under them, as well as to lighten the load for cleaning staff. When the retreat center
opened, we could only afford Hollywood-style metal bed frames. Box frames that
would close in the underside of the bed were a want, not a need. Subsequently, we
have spent a lot of time cleaning under beds in the family style lodging rooms!
At the same time, the original closets from the Sister’s bedrooms were still in use in
most of the monastic style lodging rooms. After more than 50 years of use, the closet
doors didn’t always stay on their tracks; they were becoming more of a nuisance to
our guests, than a help. So, we decided to remove all of the closet doors about a
year ago. Since we never throw anything away, we stacked the closet doors in a
storage room in the basement.
And then the idea came to us – let’s use those old closet
doors and build our own frames for the queen size beds!
After designing the box to fit around the metal legs and
frames and getting things organized, Dan Brechtel (TS
Facilities Manager) and volunteer Dcn Walt Wilson handed
the project over to TSRC staff. Hauling the doors to the
workshop area from storage was completed by Derrick
Siemieniak and Elizabeth Wagner, in
addition to removing all the closet
hardware from the boards. Michael
Hanson, Matthew Wilhelmi and
Michael Wilhelmi then cut the boards
to size and assembled the boxes in each room, all the while
keeping the sawdust to a minimum. The addition of the boxes
to the family style rooms has greatly increased our efficiency in
cleaning rooms between guest stays …and guests are no longer
losing socks under the beds!
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Wedding Reception for Chris (Beyer) and Jon Feist on September 3, 2016 in the
Garden of Gethsemane.

LIGHTING THE
GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE

One of the wedding couples this past year
requested a simple wedding cake and
cupcakes for their reception. Head Chef,
Regina Rangel Sanchez, and catering services
staff, Barb Philippe, made it happen.

In June of 2016, Jacqui (Osnes) and Jake Thiesse were married in Holy
Cross Chapel. They wanted an outdoor reception and decided the
Garden of Gethsemane met their needs. With the help of friends and
family, they used strings of lights to brighten the courtyard for their
evening wedding reception. Seeing the possibilities for future receptions,
cable, turnbuckles, hooks, and lights were donated to the retreat center
and then installed in the Garden by volunteer Dcn Walt Wilson and TSRC
staff Matthew Wilhelmi. Another wedding couple was able to use the
newly lighted Garden for their reception on Labor Day Weekend (see
photo above). The annual Terra Sancta Guild reception also used the
Garden with its newly installed lights.

EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT
COMES FROM ABOVE
Batchelder’s Plummer Piano & Organ had been “storing” a concert
grand piano at Holy Cross Chapel since we first opened in 2012. This past
summer, they were able to expand their showroom and asked if we were
interested in purchasing the piano. Thanks be to God, we had received
a generous donation from the Faith (SD) community. With the approval
of Bishop Gruss, we used a portion of that donation to purchase the
“stored” concert grand piano at a very great price. We extend our
appreciation to Batchelder’s for providing us with a grand piano at no
cost for more than four years – and to the Lord for providing us with the
means to purchase the piano. (Scripture from James 1:17)
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OUTDOOR FEATURES
Projects continue on our outdoor features. Bishop-elect
Steve Biegler coordinated volunteers to add a large
crucifix to the Mt of Beatitudes area. The crucifix is
positioned to be Station 12 while also serving as the focal
point for any liturgies at the amphitheater.
Dcn Walt Wilson, with assistance from his sons, Doug
Wilson (Sitework Specialists, Inc) and Dan Wilson,
prepped for the concrete delivery and did the finishing
work on the base of the crucifix. Bob Bickett and Mark
Biggs will finish the project with installation of the cross
and corpus in the next month or so.
Because a full load concrete was being delivered, Dcn
Walt prepped for an extension on the sidewalk that runs
parallel to the vegetable garden connecting Terra
Sancta to the St Martin Monastery Cemetery.
Additionally, a column was poured at the Mt of
Beatitudes to serve as the base for the Ambo for liturgies
at the amphitheater (bottom right photo).
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KNEELING IN COMFORT
During the past five years, Retreat Center
staff spent a day or so twice a year to re-tape
rips and tears in the vinyl kneelers in Holy
Cross Chapel (see photo below). The vinyl
was original from when the chapel was
dedicated on May 8, 1963. Although the
Sisters moved to this location in 1962, the
chapel wasn’t finished. They used what is
now Emmaus as their chapel until the main
chapel was completed in the spring of 1963.
In December of 2016, Michael Hanson (TSRC
staff, pictured below) led a team to reupholster the kneelers in Holy Cross Chapel.
Retreat Center staff and volunteers cut foam
and fabric, removed staples, turquoise vinyl,
and disintegrating foam from the kneelers –
and finally recovered the kneelers with new
foam and fabric.

Josh Lee (seminarian) and Bob Beyer
(volunteer) work on re-upholstering a
kneeler in Holy Cross Chapel (photo
on left).
Several TSRC Staff including Lizzy
Werner and Kerry Wilson (photo
above) and Thérèse Wilhelmi and
Elizabeth Wagner (photo below) cut
fabric and removed staples while
back from college on Christmas
break.

We give thanks that everything came
together and we were able to complete the
project in just a few weeks’ time – with days
off for Christmas and New Years!
† Thanks to Bret Hanson for helping Michael
construct the frame to hold the fabric in
place. And to Mike Carlson for building a
second frame.
† We’re thankful (really thankful) that Roy &
Marilyn Brumbaugh allowed us to use
their air compressor and pneumatic
staple gun to make the fabric
replacement much easier!
† Thanks to all of our volunteer help – Kerry
& Bob Beyer, Korry Beyer, Josiah Hanson,
Kelli Siemieniak, Lynn Soulek, and Dcn
Walt Wilson.
† And to our staff for their commitment to
getting it all wrapped up!

BEFORE

Repaired vinyl
kneeler (right) shows
that more than 50
years of use were
definitely taking
their toll!
Michael Hanson
(TSRC Staff) tracked
supply needs,
researched best methods and kept
the project moving forward (left).
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BY THE NUMBERS
We shared some numbers in the December issue of the
West River Catholic. One of our goals as a “start-up”
business, was to create greater efficiency in our
administrative duties. Megan Hamer, our accounting
assistant, spent time last year researching various options
to make this happen. We were tracking events, invoices,
and more by hand and in multiple Excel spreadsheets.
Based on Megan’s research, the Diocese invested in a
software management system for the retreat center last
year and we have converted most of what we do to this
new system.
We are able to generate agreements, invoices, catering
information, and more with the click of a mouse rather
than creating a new spreadsheet or retyping information
multiple times. Because of this, our efficiency and
accuracy have improved ten-fold. The reports we can
now generate provide a better sense of the business we
do and with whom, which is phenomenal.

TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER HAS BEEN
A GREAT BLESSING TO US IN THE F AITH FORMATION
OFFICE – JESUS CHRIST TRULY BECOMES THE CENTER
OF OUR EVENTS BECAUSE OF HIS PRESENCE IN THE
EUCHARIST IN TWO CHAPELS HERE, WHERE WE CAN
CELEBRATE M ASS, HAVE EUCHARISTIC ADORATION,
PRAYER, PRAISE AND WORSHIP, LITURGY OF THE
HOURS, AND MORE. HE BECOMES THE CENTER OF
THE VERITATIS SPLENDOR INSTITUTE, RETREATS,
CONFERENCES, AND GATHERINGS, AS LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS, WORSHIP, AND THE RELATIONSHIP
WITH CHRIST BECOME FOUNDATIONAL TO ALL THAT
WE DO. THE RETREAT CENTER IS BEAUTIFUL PLACE TO
BE WITH HIM, REST, STUDY, AND DRAW CLOSER
TO OUR LORD. THIS SPACE

We’re able to track guest count, income and expenses.
HAS MADE POSSIBLE MORE
We know that our “earned” income does not meet our
EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
expenses. While we strive to host groups and events that
help support our bottom line, our first priority is meeting the
LIKE THE VSI FOR THE PEOPLE
needs of the diocese – Clergy meetings and retreats,
OF WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA.
Chancery programs and events as well as parish retreats
and workshops. These groups receive deeply discounted
Susan Safford
Director of Faith Formation
or no cost use of the facility, which is essential to the
Diocese of Rapid City
success of their ministries. Therefore, if you look at our endof-year financials, our expenses do exceed our income, by
a lot. However, operating expenses are driven by actual use of the facility – so we’re very thankful the diocese
can provide supplemental funding to the retreat center, which in turn supports many diocesan ministries.
From July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016, we had almost 16,000 guests at the retreat center:






5,271 people attended Diocesan events. These events include programs, retreats and workshops
sponsored by Chancery Offices (Pastoral Ministry Days, VSI, Heart to Heart retreats, clergy meetings, etc).
1,882 people attended events sponsored by other Catholic entities – this includes our Parishes and
Catholic organizations within the diocese as well as groups traveling through the Black Hills. This past
summer we had groups from the Diocese of Dubuque (IA), the Archdiocese of Omaha, religious orders
from Chicago and Denver, and guests from outside the diocese stayed with us during Hills Alive. Groups
from within our diocese include confirmation retreats, First Communion Retreats, staff retreats as well as
lunches and special masses.
1,765 people associated with the Rapid City Catholic School System utilized the retreat center during the
past year. RCCSS has administrative meetings at the retreat center, staff in-service, the staff Appreciation
Dinner, student retreats, the season opening camp for the football team, and other events.
2,542 guests affiliated with Christian groups that have used the retreat center last year were the
Cornerstone Rescue Mission, Shiloh Free Lutheran, the Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota, as well as
several local protestant churches and youth programs.
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950 people attended concerts in Holy Cross Chapel last year. Concerts included Dakota Choral Union,
Black Hills State University, the Rapid City Stevens Chamber Orchestra, and a small Bible college from
Minnesota.

The Usage – Based on Days chart shows four main
categories of those who use the retreat center.
In looking at all events days, 61 percent were
Catholic events. Almost a quarter of the event
days were family gatherings – such as anniversary
& birthday celebrations, weddings (ceremonies,
rehearsal dinners, and receptions), reunions,
craft retreats, or business gatherings. There were
only 46 days between July 1, 2015 and June 30,
2016 when there were no events at the retreat
center.
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In Fiscal Year 2016, ten couples had their
weddings in Holy Cross Chapel. One couple had
their reception with us; several had their rehearsal
dinners at the retreat center. Another couple made their wedding a family retreat weekend. They started their
stay with the wedding rehearsal and then many of their family and guests spent the night at the retreat center.
As a group, they had breakfast with us, took time to pray together and then prepared for the wedding. Following
the ceremony, the bride and groom with their family and friends had dinner and stayed overnight. The group
departed on Sunday after brunch.
We believe it’s important to recognize that while we emphasize being efficient in our work, our focus is on being
responsible stewards of this wonderful gift to the diocese. We serve the Lord by being present to our guests. Our
ministry is hospitality; we are here to erase distractions and provide our guests with an optimal location to
encounter the Lord and deepen their relationship with Jesus.

Congratulations and may God bless you
and the Diocese of Cheyenne!
We extend our deepest gratitude to

Bishop-elect Steve Biegler
for his visionary leadership, dedication
and commitment to the success of
Terra Sancta and the retreat center.
You will be missed.
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GARDEN WING
FLOURISHES
As more and more groups using the
retreat center have more and more
participation, and the need for more
and more small meeting rooms has
grown, we have taken the former
health care unit of the monastery
and started to clean it up. Since the
wing has views of St Kateri Courtyard
and the Garden of Gethsemane, we
renamed it, the Garden Wing. It’s
been a great location for storing
tables and chairs, as well as odds
and ends that are used for various
events. Sr Florence McManamen,
OSB, uses one of the rooms as the
sick bay for the many house plants
we have at the retreat center. TSRC
staff spent time this summer
removing old parts and pieces from
the walls and fixtures from the
individual restrooms.
Fred Berendse and a few of his crew
from FLB Painting then painted most
of the rooms and the hallway –
providing our guests with a fresh
space for a variety of uses. The
rooms have been used as interview
rooms for the St Thomas More
Business Interview Day; as dialogue
rooms for the Heart to Heart retreat
weekends; as small group meeting
spaces for many different retreats
and workshops.
Additionally, we’d like to be able to
spruce up the floor – although we’re
limited in what we can do with the
flooring as the tiles are original, so
removal would involve abatement
(expensive).

Be still,
and know that
I am God.
Psalm 46:10

RETREATANT COMMENTS
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE BLESSED WEEKEND (ON RETREAT).
THE FOOD WAS GREAT AND THE ATMOSPHERE IS SUCH A HELP TO A
RETREATANT. BEAUTIFUL – BUT HOMEY, COMFORTABLE (& CLEAN)
I AM GRATEFUL FOR ALL OF YOU!
EVERYTHING WORKED WELL. YOUR ROOMS ARE TASTEFULLY
DECORATED AND WONDERFULLY FUNCTIONAL. THE BEDS ARE VERY
COMFORTABLE. THE SETTING IN A SACRED VALLEY, THE
INCORPORATION OF LAKOTA THEME, THE SPIRITUAL PEACE (WERE
ALL ENJOYABLE).
THANK YOU FOR THE
LOVELY STAY – YOUR
ACCOMMODATIONS ARE
BEAUTIFUL & PEACEFUL &
THE FOOD WAS DELICIOUS
& HEALTHY!!
(I ENJOYED) THE QUIET
PEACEFUL SURROUNDINGS,
HOW CLEAN THE CENTER
IS, HOW HELPFUL STAFF
ARE, THE LABYRINTH, THE
OUTDOORS AND YOU
SENSE GOD IS HERE.
KEEP DOING WHAT YOU’RE
DOING. IT ENERGIZES
YOU!!

LODGING GUESTS
BEAUTIFUL CLEAN ROOMS. QUIET
AND PEACEFUL. DEFINITELY WILL
STAY HERE AGAIN.
A FACILITY NEEDED FOR THOSE
SEEKING TO “GET AWAY.” YOU’RE
DOING A GREAT SERVICE FOR GOD’S
PEOPLE.
I HAD NO IDEA YOU HAVE
GEOTHERMAL HEATING AND
COOLING. AMAZING!
EVERYTHING WAS GREAT – STICKY
BUNS AT BREAKFAST WERE FAB!
I ENJOYED THE RESTFUL
ATMOSPHERE – EVEN WITH A
WEDDING & REUNION - THERE
WERE QUIET (SPACES) FOR RETREAT.
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