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BY THE NUMBERS
As of April 30

HOLY CROSS CHAPEL

RECONCILIATION ROOMS

During retreats and when St Elizabeth Seton has reconciliation services,
we are often in need of eight or more reconciliation spaces. Previously,
we had to set up reconciliation spaces in hallways, nooks and crannies
around Holy Cross Chapel. In order to have permanent reconciliation
spaces that could also serve as small meeting rooms, plans were started
last year to renovate spaces in Holy Cross Chapel in two phases.

Guest Count
2016 – 11,943
2015 – 10,009
2014 – 7,730

In February, MAC Construction started work on the first phase. The north
wall of the chapel, where side altars were removed in the 2011
renovation project, has been converted into four reconciliation rooms.
The final inspection should take place in late May.
Guest Count
2014
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2016

Income

FourFront Design, Inc worked with West Plains Engineering to design the
rooms and included small features to compliment the overall space. The
wood panels match the original woodwork in the chapel. The doors
feature a trapezoid shape insert of frosted glass to also mimic the original
architectural design of the building. The glass in the doors will eventually
hold stained glass panels to match the stained glass above the door.
The project was made possible through the generous support of the Terra
Sancta Guild Annual Giving Society. We are still in need of chairs for the
reconciliation rooms – eight total. For now, we’ll use chairs we’ve had
on-hand at the retreat center.

2016 – $298,288
2015 – $302,866
2014 – $223,463

Plans are in progress to add five more reconciliation rooms in a
renovation project next year. †
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

I was in Aberdeen last fall for a college football game, a friend in the
stands said, “I heard you’ve quadrupled your income at the retreat
center since you’ve opened.” I stopped and thought about it . . . we
had? I did some calculations in my head and replied, “I guess we have.”
Isn’t God amazing! Although we are not income driven, it is a good
indicator that we really did make a wonderful decision when the diocese
and RCCSS decided to invest in this wonderful place known as Terra
Sancta.
The response to having this beautiful facility has been growing and
growing since we opened the doors in January of 2012. And we do track
income and guest counts to provide us with a gauge to see if busy is
continuing to grow . . . and it definitely is!
People often ask if we’re operating in the black yet . . . well, not really, is
my standard response. Many of the groups that use the facility are
diocesan groups – and we do not charge them for use of meeting or
chapel space. We are building a software system to allow us to more
readily show the in-kind support we provide to diocesan groups, though.
This will help us quantify support provided to the diocese; and help the
diocese identify the amount of support that the retreat center needs to
earn through external groups.
Consequently, our Advisory Committee has put forth a goal that we
close the gap between our income and our expenses within the next few
years – and we are working toward that. In order to close that gap, we
need to increase our non-diocesan business without impacting the
quality of services and facilities provided to diocesan and parish events
and activities. We have seen an extraordinary increase in the number of
weddings, wedding receptions, family reunions and area churches
wanting to use the retreat center. Additionally, each summer, more and
more groups from other dioceses are planning trips through the area and
looking to the retreat center to provide a place to stay and worship
before continuing their travels.
Retreat center staff members see our work as ministry that is two-fold – to
provide exceptional hospitality to our guests and to be good stewards to
all that God has provided to us in this wonderful facility and grounds. We
are blessed with a team that embraces their ministry and flourishes in
keeping the facility clean, in good repair and free from distraction, while
providing a welcoming face to all who enter, as well as quality food that
tastes amazing.
We look forward to having you stay with us – soon and often.
Respectfully,

Reeny Wilson, Director
Terra Sancta Retreat Center

2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300 † Rapid City, SD 57702 † 605-716-0925 † stay@terrasancta.org † http://terrasancta.org
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: SANDI OHLEN

CATERING

SOAKING IN GOD’S LOVE
Each time I step into Terra Sancta
Retreat Center, I am filled with
gratefulness for this sacred space
where the love of God is
everywhere in the beauty of the
whole environment and also in
the staff’s gift of genuine
hospitality that always greets me.
The walls and halls of Terra Sancta
were first soaked in love and
prayer by the Sisters of St Martin
Monastery who lived their Benedictine charism of ora
et labora for over 50 years in this same sacred space.
I cannot fully speak about Terra Sancta without first
sharing about how I was led to this sacred space over
fifteen years ago. I was looking for how to grow in my
own spiritual life and was led to St. Martin Monastery
and centering prayer which put a fire in my heart for
contemplative prayer including the daily office, lectio
divina, spiritual direction and also just being in this
place with the Sisters praying and learning. I have
been “soaking in God’s love” ever since in the beauty
of everything I’ve learned from the Sisters.

Now at Terra Sancta “soaking in God’s love” continues
as I come to Terra Sancta volunteering as teacher and
facilitator of contemplative prayer practices; leading
workshops and prayer groups in centering prayer and
lectio divina; teaching about and building the prayer
labyrinth; singing and playing for Taizè worship; being

with STM students
on their career
day; and sharing
with others their
life’s journey as a
spiritual
director.
Terra Sancta is a place where I share all that has so
greatly blessed and grown my life and love for Jesus.
Reeny and the staff at Terra Sancta are open and
inviting sharing their faith in and through their work at
Terra Sancta and in their embracing and loving smiles.
Terra Sancta brings the message of love and God’s
presence to all who walk within its walls and also all
those who walk the trails, the Stations of the Cross and
the outdoor (Christian) prayer labyrinth. Being a part of
this deepens and enriches my own spiritual journey,
but for me even more importantly, I have the
opportunity to share with others the joy and beauty
I’ve found in experiencing a relationship with God
through our Christian Contemplative Prayer practices.
This is simply knowing God’s love, peace, and our own
preciousness because we are God’s children. The
world is hungry for Terra Sancta’s commitment to
prayer, spiritual quest, and hospitality. Terra Sancta
provides sacred space for all to “come away and rest”
in His love! For all this I am deeply thankful and blessed
to be a volunteer and also participant at Terra Sancta.
To God be the glory! †

When the retreat center first opened in January of 2012, we didn’t have
a kitchen. We had a refrigerator and a small deep freeze in what is now
the main office. We contracted with local catering companies to
provide food for our guests. We used disposable plates, plastic
silverware. We hauled in ice and hauled out a lot of trash. In March of
that year, we had access to parts of the kitchen – including the dish
washing area. We were then able to use real plates and silverware.

Cucumber Tea Sandwich

Greek Salad

Dark Chocolate Cupcake with
Dark Chocolate Buttercream Frosting

By the fall of 2012, St Elizabeth Seton was in session and the kitchen was
fully operational. We partnered with the Rapid City Catholic School
System in order to staff our Catering Services. Thankfully, Barb Fritz,
Director of Food Services for RCCSS Food Service, was willing to take on
the additional responsibility of developing a menu for the retreat center
and providing her skills and abilities to start on-site catering services for
our guests. SES Kitchen staff worked part-time for the retreat center
preparing the food and the retreat center started serving meals
prepared in-house in November of 2012. Then SES Kitchen Manager Ruth
Allison split her work time between the retreat center and for the school
for several years and made many delicious meals for our guests until her
departure from the retreat center in January of this year.
In February of 2016, Regina Rangal joined our Catering Services team as
Chef. We’re thankful for the dedicated staff who make amazing meals
for our guests. We look forward to more fabulous foods as we continue.
In addition to preparing meals for retreat groups, Catering Services also
does an amazing job for
receptions, banquets, and
luncheons.
Several area
groups enjoy lunch or dinner
with us when they have their
monthly business meetings
including Birthright and
Gideon’s International
Rushmore Camp. †

MATCHING DONATIONS
Several large plants brought new meaning to
“matching donations” this spring. During the past
several years, we’ve received some large plants
from different people. This spring one more large
plant was donated – which made a matched set.
We had two large matching Fiddle Leaf Fig Trees and
two matching Rubber Tree Plants. Staff worked with
our
green
thumb
volunteer,
Sr
Florence
McManamen, OSB, to get the matching plants into
matching planters. The large plants are a nice
addition to the entrance of Holy Cross Chapel.

† Come Away and Rest in God †

Fruit & Cheese Kabobs

Catering Staff sometimes arrive before dawn in order
to prepare breakfast for groups. This photograph
was taken by Barb Fritz one snowy winter morning
around 4am . . . beautiful!

† Come Away and Rest in God †
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