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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
We’re trying something new this year, more updates for you!!  We did our 

spring newsletter earlier in the spring and now we’re adding a fall 

update.  We hope to then publish a year in review within the West River 

Catholic in December.  Pray we can pull it all together! 

We had several staff move on to new things, and have been blessed with 

wonderful new additions to our team!  We want to extend our thanks to 

Bob Thompson who helped us in many ways for several years - hiring, 

volunteer projects, AV specialist for Holy Cross Chapel, facility projects 

with our former Vicar General, and in a pinch, he’d even answer the 

phone.  Staff who have headed off to college this fall include Brett Beyer, 

Elizabeth Wagner, Marianne Hofer, Rachel Kampa, Sam Haug, Thérèse 

Wilhelmi, and Kerry Wilson.  We greatly appreciate their help when they 

are home between semesters and over the summer. 

As a staff, we spent two days this summer doing staff development.  In 

June we focused on planning how we bring the Diocesan Priority Plan to 

life through our ministry at the retreat center.  In July, we were blessed to 

spend a day in reflection with Fr Chris Johnson, SJ and Fr Edmund Yaino, 

SJ.  Look for details on our staff planning day within this newsletter. 

People often ask if the retreat center is staying busy.  We are blessed – 

yes, we are busy (see page 7 for more details).  But, the Lord will often 

provide quieter days just when we need them most.  So with grateful 

hearts, we wanted to share with you a snapshot of some of our busier 

days – in September, we had one weekend where we hosted two 

retreats (Black Hills Area Decorative Artists and Grace Bible 

Church,Gillette, WY) and three large diocesan events (Terra Sancta 

Guild Mass, Reception and Dinner; Celebration of Marriage Mass & 

Luncheon; Veritatis Splendor Certification Mass & Reception).  The 

Catering staff prepared more than 500 meals during a three-day period.  

TSRC event staff cleaned and reset the SES Cafeteria three times in less 

than 24 hours.   

As we look forward to October, we’ll have another big weekend and 

events back to back throughout the month.  We greatly appreciate your 

prayers!  The weekend of October 7-8, we’ll be hosting the Black Hills 

Quilters Guild, families of our Seminarians, and the Youth Rally.  As these 

groups depart, the Diocese of Rapid City Priest Retreat and the Executive 

Board of the National Religious Vocations Conference will begin their 

stays with us on Sunday afternoon! We’ll have a whole lot of cleaning to 

get finished in a very short window of time. 

We hope you’re able to Come Away & Rest in God with us at Terra 

Sancta – soon and often! 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Reeny Wilson, Director 
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† Come Away and Rest in God † 

Let it Shine! 
Many areas of the retreat center 

have the original floor tiles from 

when the monastery opened in 

1962.  This summer, we had a 

crew take on the huge task of 

repairing tiles and waxing the 

floors.  Dan Brechtel served as 

the teams consultant on how to 

do the work.  Matt Wilhelmi 

coordinated the team, materials 

and schedules.  We are super 

thankful for the dedicated 

commitment of those who spent 

hours on their knees prepping 

the tiles, replacing broken and 

missing tiles and then applying 

layers of wax.  We still have a 

couple areas that need wax 

(service hallways and the 

Nazareth Hall stairwells), as we 

weren’t able to close down 

completely.  Due to the type of 

tiles, we were unable to use the 

floor scrubber on them, so the 

floor crew had to hand scrub the 

spaces getting new wax.   

 

The floor crew team included 

Marianne Hofer, Michael 

Wilhelmi and Thérèse Wilhelmi.  

Others who helped when 

needed included Michael 

Hanson, Sam Haug, Vince King, 

Isaac Wilhelmi and Kerry 

Wilson.†

Priority Planning 
In June, we were blessed to begin our staff planning day with the 

Chancery Staff.  Daily Mass with Bishop Gruss presiding was followed by 

an all staff potluck breakfast.  While some of the retreat center staff 

joined a Chancery Staff Meeting, the rest of the staff spent an hour with 

the Lord in Adoration. 

 

As Dick Lyles, radio host of The 

Catholic Business Hour, puts it, 

“Don’t tell me what you 

believe. Let me observe you 

for a week and I’ll tell you 

what you believe.” In other 

words, our values form our 

behaviors and our behaviors 

let others know what we 

believe, what is important to 

us (Priority Plan, 23). 

 

With this in mind, we spent 

time last summer determining 

how we as a staff can bring 

the Core Values of the 

Diocesan Priority Plan to life through our ministry.  This summer we 

identified what we do well, and what we can do better.  For instance, 

we believe we do well making all guests feel the love of Christ through 

our encounters with them; however, we can do better inviting all guests 

to be good stewards of God’s creation with us (recycling, saving energy, 

etc). 

 

We are dedicated to bringing the culture of encounter to every visitor 

we serve. In keeping with our facility’s Benedictine heritage, everyone 

who comes is welcomed as Christ.  We’re glad that visitors often remark 

on the cleanliness and peacefulness of the retreat center and the 

generosity, attentiveness, warmth, and friendliness of the staff.  † 
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The Holy Spirit at Work 
In April, the Eastmo Family proposed the development 

of The Children’s Memorial Garden on the grounds of 

Terra Sancta.  Then Vicar General, Bishop Steven 

Biegler, helped identify a location where the Memorial 

Garden could be located.  As plans for the Children’s 

Memorial Garden were being finalized, the need for 

healing ministry to parents and families who have lost 

a child started to surface.   

 

A small group met in early September to begin 

developing a retreat for bereaved parents.  Under the 

umbrella of Family Life Ministries, several people are 

working on a retreat that would happen in the next 

year for parents who have lost a child.  The Memorial 

Garden would then be part of their retreat experience. 

 

The Garden will be located west of Via Dolarosa.  It will include bronze 

statues of Jesus with His arms wide open and several children 

running toward Him (upper right photo shows the sculptures 

that are being ordered).  A sculpture similar to the 

facade of Holy Cross Chapel will feature  
metal pieces where the names of 

children will be engraved and 

remembered.  Construction is in 

progress (concrete is being poured 

this week). 

 

Find out more on-line at http://tsCMG.org. † 

 

 

Photo above:  Forms and rebar are in place for 

concrete to be poured at the Children’s Memorial 

Garden located to the west of Via Dolorosa. 

(Update concrete is in as of September 28.  Yeah!! 

 

Photo to the left:  Dcn Walt Wilson (Our Lady of 

the Black Hills, Piedmont) welding a section onto 

the Remember the Children sculpture that will be 

part of the Memorial Garden. 

http://tscmg.org/
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The Hub of the Diocese 
One evening, one our team 

members was in Adoration at 

Cathedral of OLPH when she felt 

called to read the Through Him, 

With Him, In Him by Bishop Gruss 

in a new light.  She looked 

around, and wouldn’t you know 

it, a copy of his book was right 

there.  While she sat in Our 

Lady’s chapel, she read Bishop’s 

priority plan and reimagined 

how the retreat center serves all 

of us as members of the diocese.  

The following is part of what she 

was inspired to write. 

 

While the Cathedral is officially 

the seat of the Diocese, Terra 

Sancta is the hub of our Diocese 

where our foundational 

ministries flourish and our 

disciples gather to be formed 

and trained for our sacred 

mission.  It is the responsibility of 

every member of the Church to 

play its part in creating a 

healthy, vibrant diocese intent 

on building the Kingdom of God 

(Priority Plan, 9). 

 

..Each of us must 

always be ready to 

share with others 

why our faith is 

central to our lives 

and how it leads us 

to hope for eternal 

life (PP, 12). 

 

..Because the 

Diocese is the 

bridge between 

the Universal 

Church and the 

local Church, our 

sacred mission is 

meant to build up 

the Body of Christ. 

In doing so, we 

can engage in a 

mutually shared 

vision as disciples 

of Jesus. We recall 

that Jesus’ mission and vision is to bring His disciples into the very life 

of God (PP,15). 

 

..With the addition of Terra Sancta Retreat Center, opportunities for 

spiritual growth have increased exponentially for clergy and lay 

people alike (PP, iii). Utilization of Terra Sancta 

has allowed us to begin creating that diocese 

that is vibrant and healthy and for so many 

ministries, TSRC is where our people are brought 

into the very life of God. 

 

During the past fiscal year, 342 days and 51 

weekends a year, Terra Sancta hosted 

workshops, classes and formation programs, 

reunions, and retreats for Catholics and non-

Catholic Christians, staff and student events for 

Rapid City Catholic Schools, and events for 

private organizations and non-profits from 

western South Dakota and beyond. 

 

Terra Sancta is the ideal environment for 

Diocesan events, providing an all-in-one space 

for workshops and meetings, worship, lodging, 

and meals.   
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[Therefore, the role of Terra 

Sancta Retreat Center] is to be 

the birthplace of the renovation 

that takes us from maintenance 

driven to a Diocese on a mission 

and the home of the restoration 

of our people to the faith and 

the fervor of the Apostles 

 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center is 

the hub where our disciples 

come to be formed, fed, and 

fueled for the mission/prepared 

to go forth,  in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, to attract and form 

intentional disciples who 

joyfully, boldly, and lovingly 

proclaim and live the mission of 

Jesus Christ leading to eternal 

life. † 

 

  

Immaculate Heart Hermitage 
located near Piedmont, SD 

Sr Mary Catherine (photo on the 

left) occupies her time creating 

religious icons.  A display of her 

Icon Images is located between 

Holy Cross Chapel and the St 

Kateri Courtyard.  A limited 

number of items – including copies 

of original Icons, Holy Cards, Note 

Cards, and Bookmarks – are for 

sale at the retreat center’s main 

desk. 

Persevering in joyful praise and unceasing prayer, in purity of heart, the 

hermit is called apart to live in the Merciful Presence of God in loving 

intercession on behalf of all. This life is fostered by silence, solitude and 

simplicity of life.  The hermit is occupied with work of some kind so as to avoid that idleness by which the devil 

can pierce the defenses of the soul.  Some of this work is also a means of income to acquire funds for the costs of 

the hermitage.     

For more information go to: http://www.carmelartinspirations.com/ 

Taize 
The 2nd Wednesday** of each 

month (October – May). 

 October 4** 

 November 8 

 December 13 

 January 10 

 February 21** 

 March 14 

 April 11 

 May 9 

7pm-8pm in 

Holy Cross 

Chapel 

Experience the 

Sacred through 

song, silence 

and scripture 

readings. 

http://www.carmelartinspirations.com/


Fall 2017 
 

 

 

 

† Come Away and Rest in God † 

We own a building 
Before beginning my ministry as director of the retreat center, I 

previously worked at the South Dakota School of Mines.  One of my 

responsibilities included requesting funding each year from the Student 

Senate for Surbeck Center, the student union at SDSMT.  The message I 

tried to impart with the student Senators was that Surbeck was the 

student union – they owned it.  State funds didn’t support it – student 

fees supported the operational needs of the facility as well as any 

capital needs that were identified. 

 

This summer, as we were entering a new fiscal year, I thought of that.  

As a diocese, we own a building – a very large building.  As a diocese, 

we support it.  With this in mind, we took the retreat center’s annual 

expenses and identified those expenses that were related to having 

events at the retreat center.  This included… staff whose responsibilities 

lie directly with events (all of our part-time staff, our Catering Services 

staff, Event Coordinators, etc); all expenses that are related specifically 

to events – laundry, food, those items specifically purchased for 

hospitality needs (think boxes and boxes of facial tissue); as well as a 

percentage of our our water and 

electrical bills.  These expenses are Event 

Driven. 

 

And then we identified those expenses 

that we would have whether we had 

events or not – the cost of owning this 

wonderful building.  This included a 

majority of the cost of three full-time 

personnel (our facility manager, our full-

time hospitality services person and the 

director), the remainder of our utility bills, 

building and equipment maintenance, 

as well as office and liturgical supplies.   

 

The charts to the left show the summary 

of this way of looking at the retreat 

center’s operational budget.   

 

So, yes, we own a large building – and it 

takes the generosity of many in our 

diocese to support the cost of owning a 

building.  We extend a heart-felt thanks 

to all who give in support of diocesan 

ministries – including the ownership costs 

of Terra Sancta. † 
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A Quiet Place of Prayer 
On behalf of Fr. Gary and the staff of St. Patrick’s of Casper, WY, I would  

like to thank the Terra Sancta personnel for the wonderful hospitality we 

received while on retreat August  29, 30 and September 1st.  This retreat 

gave us the opportunity to spend time away from the office to grow as a 

staff. During our stay we were blessed  through prayer, reflection sessions 

presented by Deacon Vernon Doblemann, recreation, and fellowship. The 

facilities provided great accommodations for each of our activities.  As we 

arrived we were greeted with smiles and excitement as we were quickly 

shown our sleeping quarters on third floor.  It was great to be welcomed 

for meals by Judy as she addressed each of us by name, and to be served 

by the young staff in the evening. Throughout our stay many of the staff 

members enjoyed the outdoor stations, the labyrinth and some of your 

walking paths.  May God continue to bless all of you as you share Terra 

Sancta with future retreatants as they come away from the “busyness” of 

today's world to a quiet place of prayer.  

 

Julie Anne Milberger  

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist  

St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Casper, WY †  

St Patrick’s Church  
Casper, WY † Staff Retreat   

August 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chart above shows the number of 

days each month TSRC was not in use 

during the previous Fiscal Year (July 1, 

2016-June30, 2017).  TSRC was in use 

every day of June 2017.  The 3 unused 

days in April were Holy Saturday – 

Easter Monday. In November, the only 

unused days were during Thanksgiving 

weekend. 

What our guests have to say about the retreat center… 

 

How busy are we? 
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Be still,  
and know that  
I am God.  Psalm 46:10 

 
 

http://terrasancta.org/silentretreats

