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Centered
on Christ

by Reeny Wilson, Director
Terra Sancta Retreat Center

It's been a year of living with the COVID-19 Pandemic . . .
as most of you are fully aware, it hasn't been easy. With
God, though, we are making it through . . . supporting
each other during these trying times. From the start, as a
team at the retreat center, we worked to put the
common good of all, centered on Christ, at the heart of
our decision-making. How do we continue to operate?
How do we safely hold events and keep our staff at the
lowest risk possible?
In the past month or so, I started reading Let us Dream Pope Francis' latest book - a collaboration with Austen
Ivereigh, journalist and writer. Centered on Christ, they
explore the many opportunities the pandemic has
opened for us. Let us hope for a better future, let us
dream! Pope Francis' words are inspiring for me - and
hopefully, we can bring them to life through our work at
the retreat center.
We're excited this spring to offer a series of concerts in a
pandemic safe way for our community. Mila Belakova
has done concerts in Holy Cross Chapel in the past, and
graciously offered to share her beautiful talents with all
of us. Our first concert was a thank you to everyone who
has supported the retreat center during the past year Music for Your Soul was a beautiful combination of
Scripture and classical music.
We then reached out to area organizations to partner
with them to bring different audiences to the chapel, as
well as joining us on-line. We hope you're able to enjoy
the music throughout the next few months! A complete
schedule with links to RSVP for in-person listening, as
well as links for watching videos on-line, is listed on the
back of this newsletter. Enjoy!!

Terra Sancta Retreat Center is owned and operated by the
Catholic Diocese of Rapid City.

stay@terrasancta.org | 605-716-0925 | http://terrasantca.org
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Going Live on
Facebook
When the pandemic started, and we didn't have
events for several months, we focused on
connecting with our guests virtually. We have
continued that effort and every once in awhile, we
try to do something a little extra.
In November, we partnered with St Elizabeth
Seton Elementary School for a Day of Prayer.
Deacons John Osnes and Jim Scherr helped us
with Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament (top opposite page). Students from
SES carried in candles representing those in the
US who have died from COVID-19 (photo below)
and prayed the Rosary with us. We prayed the
Divine Mercy in song - Bethany Wilson, pianist,
accompanied vocalists Natana Potter and Grace
Weaver as they sang the Divine Mercy Chaplet
composed by Trish Short.
In December, we invited a group of musicians to
help us celebrate Advent and Christmas. On the
Road to Bethlehem was a beautiful experience.
Although our Facebook Live feed had some
technical issues, we were able to post a complete
video of the evening. And, we have created some
beautiful reflection moments using the music and
photos from Terra Sancta - thanks to the creative
talents of Holly Baughman, our wedding and
event management coordinator, these reflection
videos are available from our website and on
Facebook. In addition to those pictured on the
right (Mila Belakova, Fr Andrzej, Jacques Daniel,
Brigit Blote and Natana Potter), Sandra Carlson,
Chet Murray and Grace Weaver also shared their
musical talents. Cameron, George, Grace, Lucy
and Nick helped us out by reading Scripture.
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This spring, we're partnering with Mila Belakova (photo top,
opposite page), concert pianist, and the SD Arts Council to bring
concerts to you each month. With limited seating due to the
pandemic, we will continue to stream the concerts live on
Facebook!
We once again partnered with St Elizabeth Seton Schools for an
Ash Wednesday prayer event. As we prayed the Scriptural
Stations, students brought new and gently used shoes forward to
offer at the altar. They also received ashes. Grace Weaver sang
for us - again! We are so blessed to have Grace share her talents
with us. The shoes will be donated to Soles4Souls. Find out more
at terrasancta.org/s4s.

248

Views of our Bilingual Rosary on December 12.
In honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe's Feast
Day, we were blessed to have Rogelio
Sanchez Palo & Regina Rangel Sanchez lead
us in a bilingual Rosary on Facebook Live.
Thank you to everyone who joined us!
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Listen

by Sandi Ohlen, intentional disciple
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Can you remember a time when someone listened
attentively to you with their eyes and full attention upon
you? How did that feel….perhaps like you mattered, like
you were special, and that someone really cared for
you? When we listen and give our attention to another it
is encouraging, supportive, loving, and life-giving.
Listening is how we really know another deeply and
intimately.
Many years ago, I was praying intently for how I could
grow more deeply in relationship with our Abba Father. I
knew that prayer and Scripture reading were the answer
but asked God more specifically what that would look
like. I was clearly led to “listening with the ear of my
heart” to our loving God which is called contemplative
prayer. St. Gregory the Great defines contemplative
prayer or silent prayer as “resting in God”. Another
simple explanation of silent prayer is “God loving us and
us loving God”. This prayer of silent listening to God was
the answer to my prayer so many years ago. There are
many ways of being with God in silence, that is, giving
our full attention to the one we love. Contemplative
prayers are simple in form. They nurture silence with
God while surrendering and letting him have all of us so
the Spirit can stir us, touch our hearts, and grow us in
love with Jesus. One of the silent prayers that is so dear
to me through these years is Lectio Divina or Sacred
Reading which has been a part of Christian prayer for
centuries. It is simply reading a short Scripture 4 times
with silence between listening for how and what the
Spirit might be sharing through the Scripture about our
very own lives. This is how we know of his presence
with us and his desire for us.
I lead Lectio Divina for the retreat center virtually on
facebook.com/terrasanctaretreatcenter.
I have been
leading this weekly since last March when COVID limited
prayer in person. Each week I use the Gospel reading for
the next Sunday for our reading. I would like to invite
you to join us. A new recording is posted every
Thursday evening; you may tune in anytime convenient
for you.
I have had the joy of being with our 2-year-old
granddaughter for a few weeks. It has been precious
time simply playing and giving my full attention to her.
We have grown to know each other well. God receives
the same delight in us when we come just to ‘be’ with
him in silence. I have been deeply blessed through this
contemplative listening time with God as I’ve grown in
deeper love, joy, compassion, and peace. As we grow in
silence with our Lord, we learn of his love and grace for
us. For me, each prayer time is life-giving as I listen to
the One who loves me most and so wants to give
himself to me.

Silence
Resting with my God
in prayerful silence
Solely giving myself
and loving Him
A time to dance with
my Creator
As He leads me
step by step
Into the far-reaching
depths of my heart
Be still.
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The Lord
Provides

Several years ago, we reupholstered the kneelers
in Holy Cross Chapel. We learned a lot - and
invested in some equipment and contraptions that
made the work easier. In November, Fr Andrzej
Wyrostek from Our Lady of the Black Hills parish
approached us to see if we'd like to take on a
similar project for them. We looked back on what
it took to do our project, sent a proposal and OLBH
accepted our bid.
We were able to provide employment for four of
our part-time staff (Sam, Cody, Louise & Paige)
during a time when we didn't have events; and
hopefully we have provided OLBH with
comfortable and long-lasting new kneelers! Best
of all, they were finished and delivered in time for
the Christmas season!

We must always give
thanks to God for you,
brothers and sisters, as
is right, because your
faith is growing
abundantly, and the
love of every one of you
for one another is
increasing.
2 Thessalonians 1:3

page 05

SPRING 2021

What It's All
About
by Corey Harouff
Rapid City Young Life Area Director
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The founder of Young Life, Jim Rayburn said, “Teenagers
have a right to know who Jesus is. They have a right to know
what He’s done for them. They have a right to know how
they relate to that. They have a right to know Him personally.
Furthermore, they have a right to make their own choice.
That’s not just what Young Life is about…it’s all it’s about,
Jesus Christ.”
In Young Life our mission is simply to “introduce adolescents
to Christ and help them grow in their faith.” For the past 20
years Rapid City Young Life has been coming alongside
hurting, unchurched kids in our community and sharing the
Good News of God’s unconditional love with them. For many
of those years Terra Sancta Retreat Center has been a refuge
to our staff, leaders and committee to get away and connect
with Christ. When I walk through those doors at Terra Sancta
I instantly feel the weight of the world release and I feel the
presence of Jesus in very real, intimate and authentic ways.
I want to thank Reeny and her dedicated staff for showing us
Christ in all that they do. Words cannot begin to describe the
gift and blessing that Terra Sancta Retreat Center is to our
Young Life family and we are so grateful for experiencing
Christ in substantial and deep ways when we are in that
sacred place. If I could change the words of Jim Rayburn in
reference to Terra Sancta I would say this, “People have a
right to know who Jesus is. They have a right to know what
He’s done for them. They have a right to know how they
relate to that. They have a right to know Him personally.
Furthermore, they have a right to make their own choice.
That’s not just what Terra Sancta Retreat Center is about…it’s
all it’s about, Jesus Christ.” I’m so thankful that the faith
community of Rapid City has a refuge called Terra Sancta to
get away and connect with Jesus.
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860
views of our post of Fr Mark
McCormick rocking the trendy fogged
glasses/mask look at the STM
Freshmen Class Retreat in February.

Gracious and loving God, Jesus be with us, as
we close this year and put it behind us, help us
to prepare our hearts for the year ahead.
Throughout these months you have walked
beside us, our refuge and strength in trouble,
our comforter in sorrow, our friend in loneliness,
our companion in joy, our challenger in
complacency, and our guide in the pursuit of
justice and peace. We acknowledge with
grateful hearts the blessings we have received
from you this year. For every experience that
has brought us a fresh realization of your
presence, we thank you. For the sense of
dependence that has accompanied our
increased awareness of human frailty, for the
spirit of penitence when we have strayed from
your path, for hearts that are restless until they
find their rest in you, we thank you. For home,
friends, and the gift of community, for
technology that has kept us connected with
each other, for valiant health care and essential
workers, for truth tellers, justice seekers and
peacemakers we thank you. Above all, we
thank you for the revelation of your love made
known to us in Jesus Christ. O God, as we move
forward into the New Year, empower us to let
go of what lies behind us, and prepare our
hearts for all that lies ahead, that we may be
your faithful followers, trusting that you remain
closer to us than our own breath, and that your
love will never let us go. We pray now as Jesus
taught us, Our Father whom art in heaven...

232

42

shares of the
following prayer
posted on December
29. 583 likes and
6,086 views.

Mocha,
Strawberry &
Cocoa Bombs
sold through
Catering to Go!
between
Christmas &
Valentines Day
- that's more than
$1000 in revenue.

Our Why...
We exist to help you experience
a deeper and more meaningful
encounter with Jesus Christ and
one another.

terrasancta.org/s4s

Help us support our diocesan mission.
If you like what we do, then give us a good
review on-line! Positive on-line reviews help
us grow our non-diocesan business - and that
helps support diocesan events!

If you don't feel we've earned 5 stars, please let us know
what we can do to better meet your expectations!

