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Wonderful –
clean –
inviting...
Your ministry
to me, made
a difference.
Thank you.
Lodging Guest
July 2019

The purpose of this Impact Report is to
share the story of Terra Sancta Retreat
Center for the past fiscal year (July 1,
2019 through June 30, 2020). Income,
guest counts, event information and
event photos are all from this time
period. Terra Sancta Retreat Center is
owned and operated by the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Rapid City.

2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300 | Rapid City, SD 57702 | stay@terrasancta.org
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a word
from our
bishop

Following my announcement as the new bishop for the
Diocese of Rapid City in the Spring of 2020, I began to gather
information about the Church – the people and facilities – in
western South Dakota.
It became clear that, among the treasures of the diocese, the
Terra Sancta Retreat Center shines brightly. Built and
maintained through the sacrificial generosity of many, this
spiritual sanctuary offers a quiet, restful place for renewal
and reflection, a hospitable space for gatherings and
meetings, and many programs and formation opportunities
to help God’s People grow in faith and holiness.
The beautiful Holy Cross Chapel lifts hearts to God, steeped
in the long tradition of prayer by the Benedictine Sisters who
built it. The center offers outdoor Stations of the Cross to
invite reflection, trails for recreation, and comfortable guest
rooms to welcome visitors and retreatants, not to mention
fine dining and catering services.
Many, many thanks to all of the generous donors who made
the retreat center possible and to all who continue to offer
prayers and donations for the success of Terra Sancta. Your
support for our own “holy ground” is very much appreciated.
I encourage everyone to consider a visit to Terra Sancta.
Come and rest a while with the Lord!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich
Bishop of Rapid City
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Our Values
Although we experienced a normal year for eight and a half
months of the past fiscal year, it's difficult to remember all
that happened prior to March 13. The past six months are
front and center and tend to color our perceptions of all
that we have received through our ministry at Terra Sancta.
It is good to revisit and review the impact of living our
values through our work at the retreat center.
How did we live as intentional disciples bringing our core
values to our guests and each other? We normally have an
all staff planning day to discuss how our year progressed
and what we'd like to focus on in the coming year. In turn,
we typically share those insights with you. That didn't
happen this year. We offer photos, guest comments and
staff reflections instead.
Our invitation has been to walk more in sync with Our Lord,
to let our focus rest on Him. It is Our Lord who forms
disciples. We will follow Him. He knows the way!

Prayer
Stewardship
Solidarity
Mercy
Charity
Family

prayer
TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

I enjoyed the peace, quiet &
serenity. A place to rest &
meditate – a Godly place.
Lodging Guest
August 2019
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steward
ship

Thank you for all your kindness and gracious
hospitality. We have enjoyed our stay with
you, and were blessed by the opportunity to
join you in morning mass.
May God give you joy in the beauty that
surrounds you in the Black Hills of S. Dakota,
and in the beauty of His holiness.
Lodging Guests
August 2019

SOLIDARITY

TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

What a complete joy we had coming to Terra
Sancta, meeting you, giving the retreat and
experiencing the well-oiled retreat center. The
food was outstanding, the entire facility was
immaculately clean/organized/beautiful and
ALL the people there working to keep Terra
Sancta in top shape and be so gracious to us
your guests, was a blessing to experience.
Mindy & Matt Dalton
Marriage Missionaries
marriagemissionaries.org
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I've been fortunate to stay in retreat centers
all over the country and I can honestly say
that I don't know if I have ever had a better
experience than the one at Terra Sancta.
Not only was the facility excellent, but the
Holy Spirit was palpable there and the staff
was beyond gracious and top-notch.
Fr. John Riccardo
Executive Director, ACTS XXIX
actsxxix.org

mercy

charity
TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

Thank you all for going above and beyond to
help (Catholic Social Services), Love, INC, The
Vucurevich Foundation, and the Prosperity
Initiative create a more poverty informed
community by providing space, guidance, and
assistance from start to finish with happiness
and grace!
Megan Snyder
Prosperity Initiative Mentor
Catholic Social Services
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Rapid City
Filipino Community
December 2019

FAMILY

Once again we would like to express our
sincere gratitude for Terra Sancta's generous
service and the use of the beautiful chapel and
hall for the annual Simbang Gabi. Terra Sancta
has been the perfect place for sharing this
Filipino tradition with our community. We hope
to continue to bring the community together
each Advent season to celebrate God's love
and the joyful anticipation of the birth of our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER

measuring
impact
during a
pandemic
When events stop
happening and numbers to
quantify business drop to
zero, how do you measure
your success?
That's when quality truly
matters . . . so, how have we
grown in holiness this year?
paraphrased from
Bishop Peter Muhich
Homily August 4, 2020

a snapshot
of events & activities
throughout the year

JULY 2019

72
events in July 2019

Thank you for
providing our group
with such reasonable
accommodations.
you helped keep our
trip affordable and
attainable for our
students and that was
a big blessing.
MIchigan Youth Group
July 2019

weddings | birthdays | luncheons | totus tuus
summer camp for boys | veritatis splendor
institute | saying farewell to BISHOP GRUSS |
dakota conference methodist clergy retreat |
heart to heart | prayer groups | traveling youth
groups | lodging guests | deacon formation

August
2019

In the photo below, Permanent Deacons from
the Diocese of Cheyenne and the Diocese of
Rapid City gathered together for their annual
retreat. Bishop Steven joined the retreat along
with retreat directors Matt & Mindy Dalton of
Marriage Missionaries.

1,551

number of guests at Terra Sancta in
August of 2019

1,142
lunches & dinners provided
at the Summit

September
2019
Thank you for providing the
wonderful setting for the Summit. It
is always a joy to attend events at
Terra Sancta. You all go above the
top to provide comfort and
hospitality to your guests. The food
was great & everything moved
smoothly with serving us & helping
find our way

Participant
The Summit 2019

October 2019
From October 10-14 (that's a Thursday through
Monday), almost 600 people were at the retreat
center for 9 different events. Income during this
five-day period was almost $19,500. Groups
included the Black Hills Quilters Guild, Youth
Rally, Lodging Guests, Prayer Groups and our
Annual Diocesan Priest Retreat!

I always enjoy my time away
at Terra Sancta whether it is diocesan
business or personal retreat related. How
blessed we were when the generous
Benedictine Sisters handed the baton onto
our diocese. I actually feel like I'm coming
home when I pull up. TSRC has become the
backdrop for many important moments in
my life as a diocesan priest. I've found my
favorite spots to pray, 'disappear' or waste
time be it indoors or meandering through
the backcountry property.
Fr Jim Hoerter
Diocesan Priest
McLaughlin | Bullhead | Kenel

REFLECT

When God sends us
almost 16" of snow;
and we have a
wedding & dance
reception on the
schedule...

Holly Baughman
Coordinator Weddings & Event

Anyone who knows me knows I LOVE weddings; the flowers, the dress, the rings,
the flower girls, the love between two people being put on display for one day; the
one day they can call their own. I love it all and will do pretty much anything to
make sure the couple has a memorable day.
Last November, we had a wedding scheduled during a major snow storm. We
knew it was coming so I decided that in order to make this the best possible
wedding for Kayla and Josh, I would need to stay at Terra Sancta over the
weekend (I'd also get some time away from my busy life as a wife and mom to 3
kids; that's really the reason I stayed!).
That Friday and Saturday, almost 16 inches of snow fell. I really saw our Terra
Sancta Family come together; we had staff that stayed overnight with me, making
sure our guests had coffee and anything else they would need. Fr Mark
McCormick stayed to make sure he could officiate the ceremony. Our chef, Regina
and her husband Rogelio, made their way through the snow storm to make a
fantastic wedding dinner for the couple; they ended up having to stay because
they couldn't make their way home. The families of this couple were so helpful,
pitching in to help clear walkways and mop up snow tracks. I ended up singing at
the wedding because their cantor couldn't make it in; let's just say it was a learning
experience for all involved :)
Throughout it all, Kayla and Josh were so gracious and so happy. They just wanted
to be married! God's love shone down on them through every moment of that day;
on Josh's face as he watched Kayla walk down the aisle, in Kayla's smile as she
hugged her dad as a single woman for the last time, and in the cheers from the
crowd as they shared their first kiss!
This is why I do what I do; being a witness to God's presence in the lives of our
guests is a privilege and an honor. This makes all the long hours, thousands of
emails and phone calls worth it. This moment; God's presence; two people in love.

15.9

November 2019

record setting inches of snow fell
November 29-30. A few more people
stayed overnight, but the wedding &
reception were beautiful – despite the
weather outside!

December
2019

St Thomas More held their Sophomore
Boys Retreat, SES had multiple
Christmas programs and concerts! In
addition, multiple groups had their
Christmas parties with us – luncheons,
dinners, receptions and more . . .
including a beautiful wedding, and of
course Simbang Gabi!

3,814
guests were at Terra Sancta in the
month of December

January 2020

159

sausage links were prepared for
our guests in January 2020

silent retreat | bsc core team retreat | prayer
groups | chancery staff trainings | lectio |
surviving divorce | ses mass | veritatis splendor
institute | aspirancy | deacon formation | cor ad
cor meetings | catholic social services staff
training | ses parent meeting | refuel | bhada
monthly meeting | tribunal workshop | creating
from the heart craft retreat | heart to heart
weekend retreat for the engaged | committee
meetings | rehearsal dinner

February
2020

2,600
number of twinkle lights in the SES
Cafeteria for the first event – a wedding
reception – that used our new lighting kit

MARCH
2020

89

events cancelled starting
March 13 through May.

177

Videos posted (most of them LIVE)
on our Facebook page
...and even more on our other
social media accounts.

200
plus masks distributed from
our front desk starting in
May through September.

264

individual Catering to Go
orders placed on-line between
March and September.

April 2020

May 2020

#tsrcHomeEdition

At the core of our ministry, we seek an encounter
with God in Christ through the Holy Spirit . . . for
ourselves, each other and our guests. Even with
the pandemic, we welcomed more than 16,000
guests on-site during FY2020. When events were
cancelled in mid-March, we took our prayer to
social media and prayed with our virtual guests
through Lectio, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, the
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Litanies and more.
The screen shots on this page are from various
live prayer events during the past several months.

June 2020

Beautiful sunrises and
our first public events
since March 13.
God is great!

RCCSS
partnering with

57 events | 8,674 guests | $22,408 income | $22,398 contributed services
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INCOME

Fiscal Year 2019
Fiscal Year 2020

*event income only, earnings with income from Catering to Go equaled $31,524

partnering with

CHANCERY OFFICES
569 events
4,113 guests
$121,548 income
$42,613 contributed services

God is great . . . all the time!
It's a cheer we normally hear each summer as Totus Tuus campers
come together for meals. Even though the pandemic prevented us
from having these large summer camps for our high school and middle
school students – as well as many other large gatherings – we can still
shout with joy – God is great...all the time! Yes, even in a pandemic, we
know His goodness and mercy are at work. When we have to slow
down, stay put and keep our distance for the common good of all, God
is graciously giving us the space and time to reconnect with Him.
Maureen "Reeny" Wilson
Director

We felt His presence when, as a staff, we gathered in the chapel to
celebrate the Eucharist on-line with priests and parishes from around
the world. We were intentional about ensuring prayer continued daily at
the retreat center – even without guests.
We saw Him in each other when we wore masks – every day, all day –
to keep each other safe (and our food service operational). We saw Him
in each other when we took on roles that we normally didn't perform to
keep at least one source of income going – Catering to Go! Those who
normally do cleaning and meeting room set-ups learned how to sautée,
zest and sear. We developed an on-line store ...the ability to take orders
on-line ...and we made new friends as we set pans of lasagna in the
back seats of a variety of vehicles!
We heard Him in the voices of our retired neighbors as they called in
their Catering to Go orders – because they just weren't comfortable
ordering on-line.
For myself, I did spend more time in prayer, reading Scripture, calling
upon the Lord when the stress and strain were looming. My parents
provided a wonderful witness throughout – each Saturday from March
through the beginning of June, they made the drive to Terra Sancta and
prayed the Stations along Via Dolorosa. Sometimes, we were the only
ones here – other times, not. Always, there was a connection with the
Lord – that His suffering for us was so much greater than anything we
have experienced during the past year.
Our Impact Report is simplified this year . . . intentionally. With the Lord's
call to slow down and turn to Him, we felt it more appropriate to make
our report smaller in size and content, while still sharing our story. We
hope your story during this past year has also been filled with the
goodness of the Lord. Pray strong . . . stay safe!

We are thankful for the support
from the diocesan Payroll Protection
Plan loan turned grant,
your generous donations and
our Catering to Go neighbors!
Our event income has taken a significant
hit and will continue to be impacted by
the pandemic …we will continue to
operate as safely as we are able.
We're providing guests with
sanitizer & sanitized spaces
in addition to providing as much
social distancing & air space
as requested.
We have modified our service and
staffing to keep our team as safe
as possible while navigating
this deadly disease.
May the peace of Christ be with you –
today & always!

Terra Sancta Retreat Center
2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300
Rapid City, SD 57702
stay@terrasancta.org

